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COMMUNITY 

The Revd Andrew Scobie, Church of Scotland represen tative on ACTS Church Life 
Network has recently celebrated 45 years as ministe r of Cardross Parish Church.   
We asked him to share his success and experiences d uring this time which has 

witnessed a unique relationship between church and community.  
 
 
��
 

Also in this issue:      Page 
 
Looking towards 21 years for ACTS   3 
Pilgrimage Walks         4 
The dream that inspired the Bible       5 
Climate Change Conference       5 
Edinburgh 2010         6 
The Claremont Trust        6 
Events at SCH         7 
Scotland prepares for Papal Visit       8 
 
…….plus more…………..   

 

 
Photograph © John Young – www.youngmedia.co.uk 

 

������� �	
�� �
�
����
�� ���������
� �
��
� ��� ��
� ���� 
��� �� ���
� �

��
�
��
�����������
���
���
���	���
�
��
������������� ��
�����������	
���
��
��
� ��	
�� ��� ��� �
���
� ���� ���
� �����
�� �
� ��� 
���
� � �
��� ���
� ����

�����
����������
�
          …….. Continues on page 2 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 

….. from cover page 
 

��������
�	�
���������������������	��
�
�����	�����  �������� �����
��������
!�� "��
�#
�� ������� $ %!�� ��� ��
�
&
�
���� !����� ��� ��
�  �	���� ���
'�������� ���� 
������� ���
����� ���� ��
�
�

�� ��� (���
�� ����  ���
����� )�����
����� ��� ��
� )���
�� *������� ���� ��
�
���
���������� (�
���������&��	��� � $���
���
� �

�� 
��������� ��� ��
� ������

��	������������
���	������������


��
�
���������������
�����
�

+	�� ��
� �
�� 
����
�
� ��
� �

��
�
��������
� �	��������
������
��
���
�
��� ��
� ������ ����	������ �
� ��
� ��
��
��
�
� ����	������ ��������
�
��

�� ���� ����
�� ����
� ����
��


������ �����	
� ������	����

���
�
� ���
� 
,�
��
��� ����
� ������ ���
�
�
��� �
��
� �
� ���
� 	�����
�� ����

,�
��
�� ����� �
�� �	���� ���� ���
�
��������
� �
� ��
� �
���
� ��� ��
�
����	������ � %�
�� ��
� ���
� ��� ��
����
� ��� ����	����� ������
�����
-��
��� 
,�
��
����� �	�� (������	��� "���
��
����%����
��&��	���.	���� �	���/����
���  ���

�  �	��� !
�����  ���0
�
�  �	���
������%�	
���!������(��
��� �	���������
!������ ��
��
�� $���  ��

� ���� ���	���

,���������� � � 1����
�
�  �	��� /���
�
 ��

�� �2�� 2
��
��������  �	�
�� ��
�
������ &���� /��� ���� ����
�
������
��������� �����

� ���� �������
�
�
�������
�� ����	����� �� "	
����
�
������ �
��	

� ��
� ��
�� �
��� 
�� ���
���
� ���� �
����
� ��� ��
� ������
����	��������

�

 
"�
�� ��� ����� ����
�
� ��� ��
�
����	����� �
�  �	���� ��

����
2
�
����� �� ���	�� ��� $�
������
��
����
� �����
�� ��� ��� �
������
�
������ �	
���� ����� ��� �����
��
�

��

� ����� ��� �� 34 
� � ���������
�����5�
 

$
� "���
�
�� �� ���
� ���	������ �
���
���
� �
������ ��� ��� ������ � $�����
����� ������� ���� �
��
�
� ��� ��
�
�����
������� �� ���
� 
�	���� ���
����
�
�� ��� ��
� 
����
� ����	������
�

�������� ��� �
6	

�
� ����
�����
��� �������
�� �	�
���
� ���
��
������ 
	������ ����� ���� �
���
���
��
��
���
��
�
��������
����
�
���
�� ���
� ���
� ���
� ���� ���
��
��������� ��� ����	����� ������ � ��
���
� �

�� �� �
��
�� ��� ��
�
 ���	�����  �	����� 
���
� ��
�
���
�������  �������� ���� ��
����
���
� �
��
�� ',
�	���
� �
��
�� ���
��
� $

��������� ��� !�����
��
 ���	����� �	����
�����(�

��
���
���� �� �
���� ���������� �����
������	����

� ��� �������� ����� ��
�
!�����
�� &��
���
��� ���� ��
���
������

� �
�������� ����	����

���
!���
�  ���	�����  �	����
� ���
�

���	����� �����
� ��� ���
	�������� ���
�����������������
�
���
���
����
����
���
� �� 
��� ��� ��
� 
������� ��� �	��
����	������
�

%�
������
���������
�������
�����
�
����
��-���
 

…concludes on page 3 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�

�����������
��	
��7
���&�������������
 �������� 8��� (���
��  �	���� ���
&��
���� ���� ��
� �	�
��� 
���	���
��
��� ��
���
�� ����� ��� �� �
��� ����
�
���
����� 

������ ��
� �����
������� ��
�
���������� ���� ��
� ����
� ����	������
������������� � 9&��
����� � ��
� �������
�����:�
�
1���� ����� 
,�
��
��
� �� ���
� �

��
�
������
�� ��� ��
� ��
�� ����� ��
� ���� ���
��
� �	�����
�����
���
�
������
���
����

�
��� ��

���
� ���
� 
��	������� ����� ���
�����
������� ���� ��� ��
� ����	������
���� ��� ���
� ��������
� ��
� �

�	��

�
��� ��
� ��
�
�� ��� �

�� 
�
��� �

�����
'�
�� ���	��� ����� �
���
� ���� ��
���
������

� ���� ���� �
� ��


��� ��� �
���
&��#
� ����� ��� �� !	������ ��
� �����
����	��
� ��� ��
�  �	����� 
,��



��
����	��� �������
��� ��� ��
� ����
�
����	����� 
����� ���
�	���� �
��
� ��
&�
�
�� �


��
�� � ��� �
� ���� ����� ��	�
��������
���������
���	�������������
�
������������
��
���;
�������
� �	����
�
� ��� �
� �
��
�� ��� �	�� ����� ������ ���
����� �
� ����
� ���� ����	��� ��
�

������
��������
���
�
���������
���
������
�������������������	����

���� � �

����
�������������������������	�
��
�������	�
��
�������	�
��
�������	�
��
��� ���

�

…. continued from page 2 
 
 

'�
��� �
����
�� ���� ���

� ����� ��
��	

������
�����
���
�
��

�����
�����
����� �� �
����
� ������ ���� ��� '�
�
��
����  ���
���
� �
� �
���
�� ��� 
�
���
��	

����� ��� ��
� ����	�����
��

����
� ����� ��
�  �	���

� ����� ��
���
� ��� 

�
����� 

����

�� � �� �

	�
�
���
� �
� ��
� ���� �� ����
�� ��	����

��	��� ��
���
�� �	�� �
����
� ��� ��

�
��������
��
�
����
�
��
�

8	�� ��	���� ��
� �

�� ���
� ���
�����

���� �� �	��
�� ��� ����
����
����
� ���� 
������������� �	��

������
�
�� ���
�
� ��� �������
1�
�� (��
�
��� ���� 
�����
�� ���

�
������
� ��� <���� .����
� �
��	�
�
������ 
�
�

� =� 
�� ����� ��
�
�����
�������!	�����	����!	������
�
�
����
�� ��
	����� ��� �	��
�������
��� ��� 

��
� ��
� ������
����	������ � �
� ��
� ����	���
� ���
���
� ����� ���� ��	���	�� �������
� �����
�	�� ������ �������� 
������ ��
�
�
�
�����	
� ��

�����
� �
� 
��������

���	���
��� ���� ����� ����
��� �����
�	�� 

�������� 
������ ���� ��
�
 �������
#��
����
�

���
�
�����
���
�����
������

����
 �

3 

 

Looking Towards 21 Years for ACTS 
 

Action of Churches Together in Scotland, or as we more often know it 
‘ACTS’ will be 21 next year.  The occasion is to be marked by a 
celebration on Saturday 17 September 2011 in Dunblane.  A planning 
group will work to prepare the day’s event.  
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Pilgrimage Walks:   ACTS 
Scottish Churches’ Rural Group are 
currently exploring the possibilities of 
working with the Scottish Government 
and outside agencies in re-introducing 
pilgrimage walks throughout Scotland.   
If you have already taken part in such 
a walk ACTS would love to hear about 
your experience.  Please email Shona 
Paterson on shonapaterson@acts-
scotland.org  Telephone 01259 
222362 or write using the address at 
the front of this newsletter.     ��������	   
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Poverty & Homelessness Action Week 
2011 runs from 29 January to 6 
February.  In the year of census, the 
theme will be  ‘ Who Counts?’   
The 2011 census will try to list all of 
the people who live in the country – 
but there are many it won’t include - 
such as the ‘hidden homeless’ and 
destitute asylum-seekers.   

God’s own son was born into poverty 
in a stable, in the year of a great 
census. Scripture tells us that in God’s 
kingdom, “the least shall be the first”. 
Does the way we live bear witness to 
this truth? Are we living in true 
solidarity with people who are poor, 
homeless and excluded? 
More details from 
www.actionweek.org.uk 
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�   Spiritual Causes, 
Moral Consequences and Ethical 
Dilemmas.    
Can politics alone conquer this most 
challenging dilemma of our time?   Exploring 
the unjust effects of climate change which 
sees those who have contributed least to 
global warming are at the most risk of 
damaging outcomes. This event examines 
who should respond.   The event is on 19th  
August  from 11am at the Scottish Parliament.  
It is free but ticketed so please call 0131 473 
2000 to book a place.  Speakers include 
Kathy Galloway, Alastair McIntosh and 
Michael Northcott. 

The Dream that inspired the Bible .  By Chris Sunderland 
 

Chris Sunderland succeeds in inviting us to re-connect with the earth. 
Just as Jeremiah called the society of his day to ‘amend your ways and 
your actions’ Chris suggests that the heart of God’s message to us today 
is that we too should shift towards a life-style more in tune with the earth.   
 
Faith in Old Testament terms was wrapped up in creation - the natural 
world was the source of healing. The garden was the picture given to us 
of great peace, the harmony that people of every age have dreamt of, 
with the natural fruitfulness of the earth, a harmony of relations with 
animals and nature all at peace with one another. 
 

In spite of our lack of care for the earth in today’s world Chris gives us a 
vision of hope for all creation and a future that respects the God’s gift to 
us all.                                                              Martin Robb - Carroglen  
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Edinburgh 2010 – World 
Mission Conference – 

Witnessing to Christ Today  
 

 
Closing Ceremony  Photo by Gary Doak,WCC 
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Grasping Nettles - 
Reconciliation: the sting in 

the tale -- searching for 
reconciliation 

 

1 September  5:30pm - 9:00pm  
Scottish Churches House, 
Dunblane -  Bishop David 
Chillingworth , Primus, Scottish 
Episcopal Church 

                  +David’s ministry in N Ireland 
focused on issues of conflict and 
reconciliation, particularly in 
relation to sectarianism. 
Does his learning apply to any 
situation of conflict? 

        Cost £15.00 
         Including light evening meal 

 

              Reservations for events at  
              Scottish Churches House  

            Email:  
reservations@scottishchurchesho
use.org       or call   01786 823588 

 

                             A conversation [in his absence!] with Pope Benedict. 

   
We inhabit a world where some believe in absolute universal truths, 
others live in the flux of postmodernity.  How do Christians live 
creatively in such a space and time?  

Elizabeth Templeton will facilitate as ecumenical speakers grapple with 
what is at stake about how we understand belief, religious language 
and culture.  Advance reading will be available.    Cost £130.        

                                         

Trust and Authority - pre-Pope Visit 
Theological Seminar 
30 August 2010 - 9:30am - 1 September 2010 - 5:30pm 
at Scottish Churches House, Dunblane  



 

Scotland prepares to welcome 
Pope Benedict XVI 
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