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interfered recklessly with this planet’s finely balanced natural systems. We 
have to begin restoration before it is too late.  5�����������	��&
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partners once again in the biological dance with all living creatures in a shared 
environment, in a world of infinite richness and complexity.�
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As figure 6 outlines, we need to ensure that God's justice is brought to those 
who are most in need.  We are part of the universe and in loving relationship 
with each other in God, acknowledging difference and intrinsic worth. ������
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Fig. 7 
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‘Reduce, reuse, recycle’ is the mantra of our environmental ethics, for reasons of 
utility and because it is well within our comfort zones.  It is a partial vision.  We have 
lost the spiritual sense of wonder and awe in creation.  St Francis of Assisi, shown in 
figure 7 above, had this sense of the sacredness of material things, which are a 
gratuitous gift from God. The use of liturgy expresses a fundamental connection with 
structures of meaning and value in the universe, and develops a new sense of 
human ecology. Like the physical ecosystem, our souls need to be restored.  In our 
liturgy, we need to grieve over God's creation but we should also celebrate the 
goodness of creation that bears God's presence, love and grace. 
��

�
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Fig. 8 

�
We need a broader theology embracing the elements described in figure 8.  Christ is 
the lord of nature and the crucifixion is as relevant to environmental issues as it is to 
human salvation.  We need to bring created nature into the centre of our 
understanding of the ‘redemption’ of the world.  God is dynamically present in 
creation (see figure 9), calling from the natural world as well as his Word.  
Ecotheology requires a new kind of asceticism but in our contemplative listening we 
will ‘see’ God’s vision, and in so doing revolutionise our thinking, our praying and our 
living.   
 



 
Fig. 9 
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How the Money is Spent
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Where Beneficiaries live…
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Beneficiary Occupations
March 2008 Personal Dependents

Qualifying Occupation
Son or 

Daughter
Spouse or 

Partner
Widow or 
Widower Totals

Allied Industries 6 2 3 11

Crofter 8 2 1 8 19

Farm Contractor 1 1

Farm Manager 3 1 1 9 14

Farm Worker 86 25 50 161

Farmer 58 34 31 77 200

Fish  Farm worker 1 1

Forester 2 3 5

Gamekeeper/Stalker 5 1 6

Gardener / Nurseryman 2 1 3

Rural Estate Worker 2 1 3

Totals 173 37 61 153 424
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Beneficiary Age Distribution
Age distribution...
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