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SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL CHURCH

ALL WELCOME!

IDEAS FOR ECUMENICAL SHARING AND COOPERATION

1. In Scotland it is very unlikely that the Scottish Episcopal Church will be the only church in a village. However, within communities there are frequently Christians of other traditions who attend the SEC because they feel more at home there. The sense of belonging and being valued may be more important than denominational allegiance. It may be just a question of location and travel. So, for whatever reasons they come to the SEC.

2. In every Scottish Episcopal church all Christians in the community are not only welcome to receive all the Church's ministrations but are also encouraged to participate in, and thus enrich, the congregation's life and ministry.

3. The local Scottish Episcopal church could seek to recognise and affirm the breadth of religious experience and expression that regular worshippers from other traditions bring by introducing elements from their traditions into the worship and life of the congregation.

Some of the ways in which this might begin are

· choice of hymns, tunes, hymn books

· prayers for the other traditions

· use of language that includes rather than excludes

· offering the use of the church to other traditions

· inviting clergy, lay preachers/readers of the other traditions to lead worship

· occasional use of elements of the other traditions' styles of worship

· occasional use of the other traditions' communion practice

· use of non-eucharistic services to bridge the divide of eucharistic hospitality between Roman Catholics and other traditions

· consultation with those from the other traditions in the area who have pastoral oversight about sharing responsibility for pastoral care in the area

· involvement in Councils of Churches and Churches Together groups where available

4. The local church may wish to publicise its Ecumenical Welcome. Some statement might be appropriate.

Before embarking on publicising the Ecumenical Welcome contact should be made with neighbouring churches, the Diocesan Bishop and the Provincial Church Relations Officer, to ensure that no-one feels threatened or compromised in any way.

The Ecumenical Welcome should then be displayed in the church buildings.

……………………………………..church's Ecumenical Welcome

We, the Vestry and congregation of ……………………………, invite all Christians to share with us in worship and fellowship, allowing us to be enriched from traditions other than our own.

We invite those of Christian traditions other than our own

· to share in the ministry and mission of the Church in this community

· to worship, and if baptised and communicant members of other Churches, to receive Holy Communion at …………….

· to be part of the decision -making
 and support of the church locally, and in the diocese and province.

We undertake

· to give pastoral care to all those who desire it

· to invite ministers and Lay Readers of other traditions to take part in leading worship

· to incorporate the riches of worship of other traditions as appropriate

· to consult with neighbouring churches concerning the mission of the Church in ………..

· to include this ecumenical declaration as an integral part of our church profile

We have sought and followed advice regarding the churches which should be consulted and those listed below have given us their approval and encouragement.

For………………………………….church  

Chair of the Vestry……………………………………

Secretary of the Vestry……………………………….

For the other churches…………………………………

SCNSBLEP

November 2005

� The SEC is currently reviewing membership status and criteria





