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Purpose
The purpose of these guidelines is to offer help to those people who move to an area where there is no Baptist Church and who are concerned to be involved in a local church but wish to retain their Baptist identity and links.

Guidelines
In many places it is likely that the church will be at the heart of the community – the natural gathering place and first point of contact with local Christians and their perception of witness and service.

Through prayer we need to ask what God wants us to do in this place; how we may be used in God’s service here; what potential may be realised and what possibilities opened up if we identify ourselves with the local church, worshipping and working with the members.

The Christian presence in the community may be weak, in which case our gifts, insights and experience might be an invaluable resource.

If the church is thriving, we might equally want to add our strength and enthusiasm to theirs.

The potential needs to be there for fruitful interchange and reciprocity, so the attitude of the local minister is crucial. 

As Baptists we have our own heritage and insights to share and we can be enriched by other traditions. This two-way process potentially can be a source of mutual blessing.

If, after a period of time, you feel unable to settle, then you may need to try worshipping somewhere else.

Some questions to ask:

· Does it seem right to identify myself with the local worshipping community and to become actively involved in the life of the local church?

· What would I gain/lose if I continued to worship in a Baptist church some distance away from my local community?

· What would the local community and God’s mission in it gain/lose if I did so?

· Is a dual allegiance to the nearest Baptist church some miles away and the local worshipping community a possibility? How would this work out in practice? 

DECLARATION OF WELCOME AND COMMITMENT

Every Scottish Baptist Church is autonomous and will have decided whether to operate an “open membership” where believers are welcomed on their confession of personal faith regardless of how they were baptised or a “closed membership” where members must be baptised as believers by immersion. The following declaration is offered for use by those churches of the “open membership” persuasion and for the prayerful consideration of Baptist churches of either persuasion where theirs is the only local church.

“We, the members of ……… Baptist Church, wish to extend a warm welcome to Christians from other traditions who live nearby and want to be part of the worshipping community here.

We invite you to play a full part in our worship and witness in this community and further afield, and add your unique contribution to the life of Christ’s people here.

Share With Us
· In worship and as we gather for communion around the Lord’s Table

· In ministry and outreach

· In using your personal giftings

· In offering the insights and riches from your worship tradition

· In giving and receiving pastoral care

· And in decision making as a member of the worshipping community ˚

Signed

Minister:-
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​       
______________________________________________

Church Secretary
______________________________________________


˚ This may be subject to restrictions locally which should be clearly explained by the local church.
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