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A SERVICE OF

PEACE AND RECONCILIATION

Produced in Scotland in 2008 

by a group of Christian women 
to celebrate the 
International Peace Day 
(3rd Tuesday of September) 

and the
 International Decade of Culture of Peace 2001 – 2010

“We are not human beings having a spiritual experience, we are spiritual beings having a human experience.”  
Teillhard de Chardin

Welcome and Introduction:

Opening Prayer:  Jesus, Lord of Life, by the power of your word and through your actions of love, call us to be your disciples.  Give us the strength to be different, to stand up for justice and peace and be signs of your reconciling love for all.

Hymn : 

Prayers of penitence and forgiveness:1
Leader: Loving Lord, we are often afraid of speaking out against injustice or indifference  
Pause
For the times we have needed to speak yet kept silent:
All: Lord forgive us
Leader: We get so used to seeing poverty, disease and violence 
Pause
When we accept these as inevitable and do nothing;

All: Lord forgive us.
Leader: We find it hard to believe that we can make a difference 
Pause
For the times we have lacked faith in your power to use us:

All: Lord forgive us.

Leader: Gracious God, you offer us forgiveness and a new start each day.  Show us how to be generous and creative in our behaviour towards others. Amen
Activity: 
pass strands of rainbow wool around while Leader reads:

Reading: Genesis  9:  8 – 17 God’s Rainbow Covenant with his people

Facts about the damaging effects of wars (2005):

· Over 90% of wars now take place within states rather than between them

· In 1990s alone, wars claimed over 5 million lives worldwide

· Between 1990 – 2002 there were 56 major armed conflicts in 44 different areas of the world, exacerbating poverty and disrupting development efforts

· Roughly 300,000 children under 18 have been forced to be child soldiers

· World military expenditures currently stand at $800 billion per year

Meditation:2
Peace is like gossamer – vulnerable, yet indestructible;

Tear it and it will be rewoven.

Peace does not despair.

Begin to weave a web of peace: start in the centre and make peace with yourself and your God.

Take the thread outwards and build peace within your family, your community – and in the circle of those you find it hard to like.

Then stretch your concern into all the world.

Weave a web of peace and do not despair.

Love is the warp in the fabric of life: truth is the weft: 

care and integrity together – vulnerable but ultimately indestructible.
Together they spell peace.   

Kate Compston ‘Leaves from the Tree of Peace’
Prayer:

Leader: God of grace, Come to us, come and journey with us,
so that we may journey on in your grace and peace.

Fill us with hope, so that we can break down barriers, and inspire us on our ecumenical journey, enabling encounter and dialogue to take place.  Amen
Place the coils of rainbow wool on the table.

Hymn:  


Reading:  Luke 15:  11 – 24 The Prodigal Son

Prayers of Reconciliation:3
Leader: With the weary and the wounded, 

Christ of the Cross we come to you 

All: For you alone can make us whole.

Leader: With the fragmented and the fractured,

Christ of the Cross we come to you

All: For you alone can make us whole.

Leader: With the stressed and the shattered,

Christ of the Cross we come to you

All: For you alone can make us whole.

Leader: With the broken hearted and broken spirited,

Christ of the Cross we come to you

All: For you alone can make us whole.

Leader: With broken relationships and broken hopes,

Christ of the Cross we come to you

All: For you alone can make us whole.

Leader: With broken promises and broken dreams,

Christ of the Cross we come to you

All: For you alone can make us whole.

 From Celtic Prayers by David Adams
Stand for our Affirmation of Faith:

All: I believe in God, source of all being and life

who is love and who has given the earth to all people.
I believe in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh,

who came to live among us, to heal and reconcile

and to free us from all forms of oppression.

I believe in the Spirit of God,

who gives life to all people of God,

who strengthens us and works in and through all

who are turned towards the ways of peace.

I believe in the community of the Church,

called to embody the reconciling power

of the kingdom of God on earth.

I believe in God’s power to transform and transfigure,

fulfilling the promise of a new heaven and a new earth

where justice and peace will flourish.  Amen

Prayers for World Peace: 
Leader: Great Creator of a world of promise, riches and beauty, help us to see the light of your countenance over the entire world.
Pause
Peace I leave with you.  My peace I give to you.
All: Reconciling God, may your peace remain in the world.

Leader: Help us to learn to love and respect each other seeking to end fighting and destruction and bring an end to injustice.
Pause
Peace I leave with you.  My peace I give to you
All: Reconciling God, may your peace remain in the world.

Leader: Help us to overcome our prejudices and greed which foster poor relationships and lead to conflict.

Pause
Peace I leave with you.  My peace I give to you
All: Reconciling God, may your peace remain in the world.

Leader: Make the light of your love shine on all nations.

Give hope to the despairing; love to the lonely;

Food for the hungry; and comfort to the dying.
Pause
Peace I leave with you.  My peace I give to you
All: Reconciling God, may your peace remain in the world.

Leader: We pray that all the peoples of the world will know the peace of God; the reconciling love of God and the power of God through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All: Amen
The Lord’s Prayer

Activity: 
Exchange words of peace. Greet your neighbour with

the words “Peace be with you” and pass around sprigs of green representing olive branches.

Hymn:
Meditation:4
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.  John 14: 27
Peace seems to be so elusive, fleeting, temporary. Like a rainbow that disappears before I can enjoy it.  And when Jesus said “My peace I give to you”, he was but hours away from violence and death on a cross. So where and what is his peace?
Before he went to the cross Jesus said, “Yet a little while and the world will see me no more; but you will see me. Because I live, you will live also.” 

His peace comes from trust in him – in his promise that whatever we may face, love can never be defeated. “In the world you have tribulation, but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.”
May God grant us peace from war, from civil strife,

Peace of mind and a share of peace and quiet.

But most of all, may we know his peace, which is the eye of the hurricane, the calm in the centre of the storm, the sure stillness of love that never fails.
So may the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep our hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of Christ.
Frank Topping ‘The Words of Christ– 40 meditations’
Closing Prayers:

Leader: Lord of the rainbow

All: bring your peace to us, your rainbow people.

Leader: Christ of the Cross

All: shine your reconciling love into the shadows of our lives

Leader: Spirit of peace

All: spread your justice into all the world.

Leader: God of all people

All: be with us now and for ever.  Amen

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all evermore.  Amen

Closing Hymn:  

 Suggested list of hymns and songs
Hymns:
 
All over the world the Spirit is moving

Great is thy faithfulness

Spirit of holiness

The Church’s one foundation

For the healing of the nations

Be still for the presence of the Lord

Lord for the years

Kum ba yah

We have a gospel to proclaim.
Peace is flowing like a river 
In Heavenly love abiding 
How firm a foundation 

Make me a channel of your peace.

Appendix

Women exercise a pivotal role in conflict resolution and peace building, yet the active participation of women in these areas has been dismissed and undervalued.  The UN Security Council Resolution 1325 seeks to address the disproportionate impact war has on women and examine and stress the importance of women’s contributions to conflict resolution and peace building. Extract from the MU statement for its campaign for full implementation Resolution 1325

Culture of peace

As defined by the UN, the Culture of Peace is a set of values and ways of life that reject violence and prevent conflicts by tackling their root causes through dialogue, negotiation among individuals, groups and nations. These are to:

· Foster a culture of peace through education

· Promote sustainable economic and social development

· Promote respect for all human rights

· Ensure equality between women and men

· Foster democratic participation

· Advance understanding, tolerance and solidarity

· Support participatory communication and free flow of information and knowledge

· Promote international peace and security

This resource is flexible. Please use and adapt it to your needs.  The hymns are suggestions and can be omitted or substituted. We suggest a central table bearing a Cross and possibly a dove shape. The greenery could be privet or pine depending on what is available in a basket on the table until needed.
The wool can be either rainbow wool or several strands of different coloured wool.  Weave them together as the ball is unravelled and passed from person to person so that everyone is holding it while the Leader reads.
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            ‘The Dupplin Cross’ by C Paterson

We acknowledge with gratitude the help and material used from the sources:
Church of Scotland Guild

Methodist Women’s Network

Mothers’ Union (Anglican Organisation)

And

 1 Prayer of Penitence and Forgiveness is from the Methodist Easter Offering 2008- Order of Service © Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes. Used by permission of Methodist Publishing House.

 2 From ‘Leaves from the Tree of Peace’ by Kate Compston from the URC resource book published as a contribution to the UN International Year of Peace. Used with the permission of the author.
 3 Reproduced from the Booklet ‘Celtic Prayers’ by David Adam for which permission has been granted by Tim Tiley Ltd. 
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 4 From ‘The Words of Christ’ – 40 meditations by Frank Topping published by the Lutterworth Press. Used with the permission of the author.
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Forrester Lodge, Inglewood, Alloa FK10 2HU





� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���








_1196251482.doc
[image: image1.png]e







